Veteran's Elementary

Jan. 29, 2020 @ 8:30 am.

Interview with Principal, Ms. Mara

“Norris is all heart. It is part of who we are. Love for community and school.”

6301 Old Farm Road. 93312 norris.k12.ca.us/ves. 6613877050

#1) Impact Teams (https://www.thecorecollaborative.com/impact-teams)- 2 year training under direction of author Barb
Pitchford. Impact Teams create the culture and conditions for every teacher every day to answer the
question: "What is my impact?" The Impact Teams model is a strengths-based approach that helps
teacher teams:

#2

goals, analyzing evidence, and taking collective action.

Partner with students to strengthen student ownership of learning and develop assessment-
capable learners.

Engage students in self and peer assessment by embedding formative assessment into the
classroom.

Build a culture of efficacy based on strengths, trust, collaboration, and the use of practical,
easy-to-implement protocols.

Teacher clarity through unpacking standards as a collaborative practice, building teacher
efficacy.

Growth Mindset focused on progress over proficiency
(https://www.mindsetworks.com/science/).

Success criteria through a rubric with self- evaluation by students.

Created a culture of a teachable staff and willing to change for benefit of students.


https://www.thecorecollaborative.com/impact-teams)-
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e Exemplars are given for scoring. Students compare and evaluate their writing with exemplar.
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Topic Semtences:

i Polar bears are invelligent creatures.

Super Stal

Informative/Explanatory Witing

1 can write an informative text Polar bears are cool animals.

A 1 musttel you these nterestng facts
ST 1ean ntroduce atosic about polar bears.

1 can use reevant facis and defitons 1o o =
TX o o Folarbears g il
T2 1 can wie 8 conciusion
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As you can see, polar bears are
fascinating:

Always remember that puar bears ar®
fascinating:

cant you see thatpolas bears ¢
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Chinese New Year is celebrated )n-ann\j Asian couniries, is celeb;a‘ e g
o
as a new beginning for good luck and fortune, and has many 4radiliont
and customs ¥hat are passed down through famiies.

Chinese New Year i celebrated many Asian couniries, i

celebraled as a new beginning for good luck and fortune, and has
many traditions and customs that gre
famiies

i r
The Chinese celebrations have also had influenced celebralions in othel

passed down Jhrough Asian counlries. The Lunar Year is a fun celebration.

This celebralion of the new year is done 4o bring good fortune and luck

People al alok of £ood and make lion dragons for a dance. | $hink it
would be fun to dance a lof, Dor you?

to those for the new year. Celebralions include cleaning the house

+horoughly to lake away any bad luck or fortune. Families also

decorale their houses with red paper cut ouls as a sign of good luck.
Chinese New Year is a fun celebralion

They eal a lot too

Famiies come logelher 1o eat large feasls, usually with a lo} of
dumplings with dif ferent filings As mentioned before, families also give
Vheir houses a very in depih cleaning. Families purchase new clofhes
and new shoes 4o symbolize a new slart. They love bo go shopping in a
mall, just ke mel It brings good luck

Chinese New Year is a fun celebration.
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Here m e United Slaec most Awericans celebrand he 4#h

o d One of those celebrations ig Chinese New barbeques, and Swimming

oF July by shooing Fireworks, having
Asian countries,

This celebration is @ cusiam from our couniry, bul there are other countries
who have many cmilar celebraions 1o our &ih of July hobday One of those celebrations is Chinese New
Year Chinese New Year s celebrated in mary Asian couniries, s Ceiebrated as @ new begining for good

ek and foriune, and has mamy Iradiions and cusioms hal are passed down shrough famifes

Is celebrated as q new beginning

itions and customs 4,
| iy ms that are passed down

‘nese New Yeqr jg 50 known gs he Lunar
tuntries and territories. Chinese New Yeqr.

¥ the Chinese. The Chinese Celebralions have algo had in
uUniries

Chinese Now Year i also known ag the Spring Feslival It is aiso simpiy called the Lunar New Year I n't

New Year |t s also celebraled in Orty celebraled in China, Chinese New Year & also celebraled in olher Asian couniries and terrilories,

other Asian
or the Lunar New Year, i considered o big holiday
fluenced celebrations in other Asian by (IR e
couninies

have akso had infl d in other Asian

U8 celebralion of jhe New year is done 4o bring good fory

€aning the house thorou
houses with red paper

ar. Celabrations e ey Une and luck o those for the new

'ghly 1o lake Away any bad luck or fortune
cut outs gs q Sign of good juck.

T celebralion of the now year s done 1o bring good forhune and uck o those for the new year
Celebrations include cleaning the house ihoroughy io lake away any bad lck or fordune. I i said thal

Famiies gaier logeiher for ihe annual famiy reurion dimer and Sweep away the bad Familes aleo
decoralé iher houses with red paper cul

Chinese New Year is

wilies algo decorale thej

nilies come together 1o eqp large feagys, Usually with
195. As menlioned before, f.

ine Chinese Calendar. Bach year is sad 10 mean comething diffarent This i fhe
gear of ihe 009 If you are born in the year of Ihe Dog you are sad ko have good luck and forlune.

il e LA S alot of durqpl.rngr With differeny
9ive their hougeg Q very ji i
o’ ; Y in depih cleaning, Famg:
e W clothes and neyy shoes o symbolize anew slarl. Some familie 4 “"_'"'e‘
s d: rid of the bad SPirits, while others light ecrackers and launch Wil

een " i ¥

N days in the Chinese New Year gng the fifleenih day often o R
‘ese New Yeqr celebralions - o
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#3.) Kindergarten Readiness
? e High expectations for TK/K classes

i i instruction
Calendar time —includes whole class ins . .
: Use of common language begins in kindergarten with proper language/terms used K
e Phonemic Awareness : Phonemes, Phonics — Haggerty https://www.heggerty.org
L]

their child for school.
e Centerfocused on manipulatives for math
e ARassessments given K-6th

i i i how to prepare
Kindergarten readiness class for parents 1 year prior to K enrollment gives parents ideas on ho prep
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#4.) Intervention Pull Out Program Grades 1-6 with small group instruction with reading specialist.
e Readlive
e  Read naturally
e Dibels and Teacher generated assessment used for a running record
e  SIPPS ( Systematic Instruction in Phonological Awareness, Phonics, and Sight Words)
https://www.collaborativeclassroom.org/programs/sipps/
e  Orton-Gillingham used for students with Dyslexic tendencies https://www.ortonacademy.org/training-
certification/training-information/
#5.) Common Themes and language K-6
e  Block schedule given for ELA and math
o Differentiation in classroom
e Uses California Expressions math textbook — rigorous and maintains high expectations.
e Common Academic language
e Classroom Sign Language

® RACE

e Computer use beginning in K with 1:1 devices and daily practice.

e  Surface to deep from Blooms vocabulary

e  Whoo's Reading App in conjunction with Accelerated Reader as a prep prior to taking the AR test.
https://whooosreading.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/115001857992-Whooo-s-Reading-App

e  Classroom libraries



https://www.collaborativeclassroom.org/programs/sipps/
https://www.ortonacademy.org/training-certification/training-information/
https://www.ortonacademy.org/training-certification/training-information/
https://whooosreading.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/115001857992-Whooo-s-Reading-App

#6.) Positive School Culture
e  Volunteers trained on specific jobs within the classrooms and around the school
e  Admin-Visible at the gates on recess
. PBIS

-AGLES ARE 'RESPEC

m m sm:sz
- Eagles report accidents, injuries and disturbances to staff
= & gles enter and e)(|t in orderly Imes @
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e Kindness Week






