
Kern County 
Battle of the Books
Thursday, September 10, 2026
3:30pm & 4:30pm



Meet the Team! 

Mandy Fisher, KCSOS
Cherie Freeman, KCSOS

Website
Coordination of Services

Registration
Treasurer

Jolene Hansen
3  Graderd

Michelle Hansen
Junior High

Lesley Jarrett & Melissa Pilshaw 
4 -6  Northth th

Lisa Moore and Becky Stambook 
4 -6  Southth th

Susan Denton 
4 -6  Centralth th

Sharon Hanschumacher 
4th-6  Editor th



Battle of the Books is a voluntary reading incentive program for
students in 3rd thru 12th grades. Students read books and come
together, intermixed school groups, to demonstrate their abilities
and to test their knowledge of the books they have read. The
student competitions are usually similar to a Jeopardy-style of
question. (Q: In which book? A: Title, Author)  

Battle of the Books

3rd grade 
Students must have read at least 12 of the 15 books 

in order to participate!

Middle School (6-8) Junior High (7-8)
Students must have read at least 15 of the 20 books 

in order to participate!

4th-6th grade 
Students must have read at least 20 of the 28 books 

in order to participate!



Book List
KCSOS Battle of the Books

https://kern.org/student-events/english-language-arts/battle-of-the-books/


Informational Letter

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a1_ajVCe4v0MDJeSEpaVodzPXo6jHkno/view?usp=sharing


Registration 
Register  (linked here)
Registration Fee $60 by Friday, November 6, 2026
Kern County Battle of the Books
c/o Cherie Freeman
P.O. Box 272
Bakersfield, CA 93302

Complete the registration form online. Schools must register and pay for
every 30 participants, meaning that 1-30 students = 1 team, 31-60 = 2
teams, so on and so forth.

 

You will receive a Registration Receipt. Please print 1 copy for your
records and 1 copy to mail in with the payment. Registration is not
complete until both online paperwork and fee have been collected. 
The cost is $60 per team if postmarked by 11/6. Late Registration is $80 per
team if postmarked between 11/7-01/08. Last Chance Registration is $100 per
team if postmarked 1/9-2/26. No Registration after 2/26. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cSL_l8ZAHzufBZ7Sp6f8iPjv4_dSRvk4/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cSL_l8ZAHzufBZ7Sp6f8iPjv4_dSRvk4/view?usp=drive_link


Battle Dates
April 5, 2027 North 3rd grade (9:00am-12:30pm)
April 6, 2027 South 3rd grade (9:00am-12:30pm)
April 8, 2027 All Junior High (& Middle School) (8:30am-1:00pm)

May 3, 2027 North  4th-6th grade (8:30am-1:00pm)
May 4, 2027 South 4th-6th grade  (8:30am-1:00pm)
May 6, 2027 Central  4th-6th grade (8:30am-1:00pm)

All County Battles will be at @C.A.L.M. Zoo



Important Due Dates
Registration
11/06     Registration and Payment postmarked

01/08     Last Day for Late Registration/Payment postmarked

02/26    Last Day for LAST CHANCE Registration/Payment 
              postmarked

Names
03/12    Participant & Volunteer Names due for 3  grade & Middle rd

              School/Jr High
04/16    Participant & Volunteer Names due for all regions 4th-6  th

              grade 





Here is where we would start...

1.  Register to Participate

2.  Schedule transportation

3.  Get the Books

4.  Meet with Staff, then students
5.  Send the book list and dates

home to parents

Steps to Starting

6.Create a system for monitoring and
rewarding progress towards goals. 

7.Order Shirts (optional, but encouraged)
8.Recruit readers and chaperones for the 

     day of the event 
9.Stay connected via email and

Instagram for communication and
updates



May
Print and distribute book list. 
The librarian checks current inventory. Order extra copies of each title or missing titles.
Post the link on school website/or communication site
June-August
Summer Reading Program on Tuesdays
Students may check out BOB books and take A.R. quizzes (must pass with 80%)
August
Send list home with letter first week of school.
Have additional copies letter available for Back to School Night.
September
Register with http://www.battleofthebooks.org/ in order to get School “battle” questions. We use
these for practice and for our school battle.
Register with the Kern County Battle of the Books. 
October
1st Deadline and 1st Reward Party 

Sample Yearly Schedule

http://www.battleofthebooks.org/


November
Registration due Nov 6th
December
Opyional 2nd Deadline/2nd Reward Party
January
February
Optional 3rd Deadline/3rd Reward Party
Recruit Volunteers! 1 Reader, 1 Timer, 1 Chaperone per 7 students
March
Names of Participants and Volunteers Due March 12  for 3  and Jr. Highth rd

Order team shirts, send home permission slips, coordinate transportation for field trip, plan for lunch
Confirm Volunteers
April
Optional 4th Deadline/4th Reward
May
Go to Battle! 

Sample Yearly Schedule



30 minutes of Minute to Win It games
Donut Party, Nacho Party, Pizza Party, StarBOOKS Party

Library Lock-In
Reading Party 
Kahoot Party
Dance Party

*Find their currency
*All “parties” include 20-30 minutes of practice/sample questions and

expectations.

Reward Ideas



Kern Reading Association
KRA is our local chapter of the California Reading

Association. KRA is a sponsor of the Kern County Battle
of the Books. Please Join!

https://californiareading.org/membership

Professional 
Development

Young 
Author’s

Fair

Book
Talk
Tea

Book 
Drive 
at BOB



Follow Us!



Questions? 
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