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District/School Responsibilities 
Event specific information is mailed to district superintendents and site principals. If your district/
school decides to participate in student events, you may be asked to:

•	 Provide volunteers to help with various aspects of the event

•	 Furnish judges for the event

•	 Provide a liaison with an e-mail address, who will act as event point person and share all 
correspondence with students, parents and other teachers at your site/district

•	 Share the “Letter to Parents” and “Event Etiquette” that are on the following pages with your 
students and their parents. 

Questions? 
Find more event specifics on our web page located at: https://kern.org/student-events/

Student Event Etiquette 
•	 Students should have FUN when competing.

•	 Teachers, parents, and students should demonstrate good sportsmanship at all times. 
Teacher may not prompt or coach students when competing virtually.

•	 Things may not always go the way you and your child hope or expect, but make the best of 
the situation. Please remember that your student/child takes behavior cues from you.

•	 Talk to your child about disappointment and set an example of how to be gracious in 
disappointing situations.

•	 Judging is a subjective process and judges’ decisions are final.

•	 Judges volunteer their time to make student events possible. Please do not express 
concerns or complaints to the volunteer judges. If you have a complaint, please find or email 
the event coordinator to express your concerns.

•	 We are guests at our event venues. Please be courteous and respect the property of others.

•	 Do not enter or leave a room during a presentation.  
Virtual competitions will be participants only.

•	 Avoid unnecessary noise during a presentation.

•	 Turn off all cell phones when in a competition room.

•	 Ask permission of competitors before taking photos or  
videotaping them.

•	 Be gracious in disappointing situations, and learn to  
be gracious in winning.

https://kern.org/student-events/
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Letter to Parents

September 2026

Dear Parent:

We are thrilled that your child will participate in one (or more) of the student 
events sponsored by the Kern County Superintendent of Schools Office 
this year. Student events can be incredible motivators for students and 
enhance student creativity, character, and knowledge. Competition is 
demanding but offers rich and rewarding experiences, regardless of 
event ranking. And remember, events should be fun! We offer 20 
competitive student events. Talk to your child and select events 
that are appropriate for them and that fit into your schedule. 
Remind your child that not everyone wins an award. Whether or 
not your student places in the county competition are not as 
important as the life lessons revealed through 
the competition process. Often, we learn more 
and develop stronger character when life does 
not go how we expect. Thank you for supporting 
your child in their academic pursuits. We wish 
you both a year full of rich experiences through 
competition. 

Thank you,

The Student Events Team



2026-27 Kern County Superintendent of Schools
STUDENT EVENTS 3

College and Career Events 
Kern County College Night

Kern County College Night includes over 100 institutions of higher education (public and private) 
and other organizations to support students in reaching their future goals. This free event is open to 
everyone in Kern County, providing a unique opportunity for students to explore various educational 
pathways and connect with representatives from colleges and universities.
Cost: Free
Date: September 14, 2026
Time: 5:00-8:00pm 
Location: Dignity Health Convention Center
Coordinator: Janeyle Thomas, at (661) 636-462 or jathomas@kern.org

East Kern Career Expo
The East Kern Career Expo serves students in grades 6-12 in East 
Kern County. With over 50 organizations and industries represented, 
this event offers students the chance to learn about various career 
opportunities directly from professionals in the field, helping them make 
informed decisions about their future career paths.  Students will have 
the opportunity to do hands-on activities to learn more about careers. 
Talk to your students administrators to sign up!
Cost: Free
Date: November 5, 2026
Time: 9:00am - 12:00pm
Location: Mojave Air and Space Port
Coordinator:  Carrie Bloxom, at (661) 636-4232 or cabloxom@kern.org

Career and STEM Expo
The Career and STEM Expo is open to all students in grades 6-12. With hundreds of industries and 
representatives in attendance, students can participate in interactive activities, take CTEC tours, and 
enjoy hands-on experiences. To join this exciting event, talk to your school to sign up.
Cost: Free
Date: March 18, 2027
Time: 9:00am - 12:00pm
Location: Career and Technical Education Center
Coordinator:  Erin Hodson, at (661) 396-4430 or erin_hodson@kernhigh.org

mailto:jathomas%40kern.org?subject=
mailto:cabloxom@kern.org
mailto:erin_hodson@kernhigh.org
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Pizza & Professionals 
Pizza & Professionals is an informal career exploration event that 
connects students with local industry professionals in a relaxed, 
welcoming setting. Over pizza and conversation, students hear real-
world career stories, learn about education and training pathways, and 
have the opportunity to ask questions and build confidence engaging 
with professionals.
Location: Future Readiness Center, 1707 Eye St., Suite 111
10/15/2026	 Pizza & Pros - CTE
11/12/2026	 Pizza & Pros - Healthcare
12/3/2026	 Pizza & Pros - CTE
1/28/2027	 Pizza & Pros - CTE
2/25/2027	 Pizza & Pros - Healthcare
3/11/2027	 Pizza & Pros - CTE
4/15/2027	 Pizza & Pros - Healthcare
5/6/2027	 Pizza & Pros - CTE
Coordinator(s): Stephanie Baltazar at stbaltazar@kern.org

Academic Decathlon Competition
High school (grades 9-12) teams composed of nine students participate in a series of academically 
competitive events that include: writing an essay, participating in an oral interview, delivering prepared 
and impromptu speeches, taking tests in the academic areas of Music, Language and Literature, Art, 
Mathematics, Science, Economics, and a Super Quiz.
Academic Decathlon Coaches Meeting
Thursday, September 3, 2026 • 4:00pm  
Zoom Meeting • https://kcsos.zoom.us/j/3532714515
Academic Decathlon Online Essay
Wednesday, January 13, 2027 
Virtual Competition • Link will be provided prior to event
Academic Decathlon Interview Day
Wednesday, January 27, 2027 
Virtual Competition • Link will be provided prior to event
Academic Decathlon Online Objective Testing
Wednesday, February 3, 2027 
Virtual Competition • Link will be provided prior to event
Academic Decathlon Speech, Super Quiz and Awards
Saturday, February 6, 2027 • Stockdale High School, Bakersfield
Coordinator(s): Gena Lieske, CAD Regional Coordinator, at (661) 852-6772 or gelieske@kern.org
Cost: Early Bird: $875 per team due by September 30, 2026.  Regular Registration $900 due by 
October 21, 2026.  Late Registration after October 21, 2026 (User names/Passwords for R1 or R2 will 
not be distributed to teams until payment is received) *Schools must pay for registration with credit 
card. 
Registration: TBA

mailto:mailto:%20stbaltazar%40kern.org?subject=
https://kcsos.zoom.us/j/3532714515
mailto:gelieske@kern.org
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AVID Events
AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) –  
Elementary Write-Off

The AVID Elementary Write-Off is a writing assignment designed to reflect on student growth and 
metacognitive reflection of WICOR strategies. Elementary schools that are in the Kern County AVID 
Consortium are eligible to participate. Electronic participation packets will be sent to eligible schools.
Submission Deadline: Friday, May 7, 2027 
CITY CENTRE, 4th Floor — 1300 17th Street, Bakersfield
Coordinator(s): Gena Lieske, AVID Program Lead, at (661) 852-6772 or gelieske@kern.org

AVID – Middle School Portfolio Challenge
Grades 6-8
The AVID Middle School Portfolio Challenge is a reflective portfolio of student growth demonstrated 
by academic artifacts. Middle schools that are in the Kern County AVID Consortium are eligible to 
participate. Electronic participation packets will be sent to eligible schools.
Submission Deadline: Friday, May 7, 2027 
CITY CENTRE, 4th Floor — 1300 17th Street, Bakersfield
Coordinator(s): Gena Lieske, AVID Program Lead, at (661) 852-6772 or gelieske@kern.org

English Language Arts Events
KCSOS Speech & Essay Contest

Grades 4-6
Students entering this event must prepare an informative essay on a 
designated topic. Essays are nominated by schools. Each school may 
nominate a 4th, 5th, and 6th grade essay. Essays are judged and ranked 
by an evaluation panel. Topic and scoring guidelines can be found at 
https://kern.org/student-events/english-language-arts/speech-and-
essay-writing-contest/ 
Essays Due: TBA
Speech Competition: Thursday, May 13, 2027
Location: TBA
Coordinator(s): Ryan Murry, ELA Coordinator,  
(661) 636-4230, rymurry@kern.org 
Registration: TBA 

mailto:gelieske@kern.org
mailto:gelieske@kern.org
https://kern.org/student-events/english-language-arts/speech-and-essay-writing-contest/
https://kern.org/student-events/english-language-arts/speech-and-essay-writing-contest/
mailto:mailto:rymurry%40kern.org?subject=
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Henry Greve Speech Contest
Grades 7-8
Established in 1955 for 7th and 8th graders, the Henry Greve Speech Contest offers students the 
opportunity to present four-and-a-half to seven-minute speeches on a given topic. The competition, 
sponsored by Bakersfield Toastmasters “Golden Empire” Club No. 270 and the Kern County 
Superintendent of Schools Office, awards trophies to first, second and third place finishers. The 
champion’s perpetual trophy goes on display at the winner’s school for one year.
https://kern.org/student-events/english-language-arts/henry-greve-speech-contest/.
Regional Entry Deadline: TBA
Competition: Thursday, March 18, 2027
Location: TBA 
Coordinator(s): Cecilia Ruiz , ELD Coordinator, ceruiz@kern.org, (661) 636-4419
Registration: TBA

Oral Language Festival
Grades 4-8
Students memorize and present their interpretation of a published literary work, written by a known 
author. Presentations are 3-5 minutes in length with grades 4-6 and grades 7-8 competing separately. 
Categories of competition are Verse Choir, Humorous Interpretation Solo, Humorous Interpretation 
Duo, Serious Interpretation Solo, and Serious Interpretation Duo.
Regional Entry Deadline: TBA
Competition Date: Saturday, April 24, 2027
Location: TBA
Coordinator(s): Dina Esparza-Diaz, ELD Coordinator, at  
(661) 636-4645 or diesparzadiaz@kern.org; or Cherie Freeman,  
ELA Program Specialist, at (661) 636-4157 or pafreeman@kern.org
Cost: $50 per entry
Registration: TBA

https://kern.org/student-events/english-language-arts/henry-greve-speech-contest/
mailto:ceruiz@kern.org
http://diesparzadiaz@kern.org
mailto:pafreeman@kern.org
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History/Social Science Events
We the People Congressional Hearings 

Grades 11-12
Teams of students from local high schools will demonstrate their understanding of the U.S. Constitution 
during the annual “We the People: The Citizen and the Constitution” Congressional Hearings competition. 
In this authentic simulation of a congressional hearing, students serve as constitutional experts, delivering 
prepared statements and responding to in-depth questions on key principles of American government.
Each school is divided into six teams, with each team focusing on a different area of study, including 
the foundations of the American political system, the creation of the Constitution, the expansion of 
constitutional ideals, the application of constitutional principles in practice, the rights protected by the Bill 
of Rights, and the challenges facing democracy in the 21st century. During the hearings, students present 
their analyses and engage in rigorous dialogue with a panel of judges that includes educators, attorneys, 
and civic leaders.
The competition challenges students to think critically, communicate effectively, and apply constitutional 
principles to both historical and contemporary issues—developing the knowledge and skills necessary for 
informed and active citizenship.
We The People Teachers/Coaches Orientation Meeting: September 23, 2026 @ 4 PM 
Zoom Meeting Link: https://kcsos.zoom.us/j/2825044709 
Registration Deadline/Intent to Participate Due: Friday, October 9, 2026 @ 4:00 PM
Register here:
Mandatory Judge Recruitment Due: Friday, October 9, 2026
Competition Date: Saturday, December 5, 2026 
Golden Valley High School, 801 Hosking Avenue, Bakersfield, CA
Coordinator(s): Sheri Dees, Content Coordinator, shdees@kern.org, 661-636-4195

History Day
Grades 4-12
History Day is an interdisciplinary program that encourages students to  
research and prepare papers, exhibits, posters, performances, and  
documentaries on an annual historical theme. Students learn to be historical  
detectives and sharpen their skills as writers, artists, and performers.
History Day Teachers/Coaches Meeting: Tuesday, September 16, 2026, 3:30pm 
Zoom Meeting • https://kcsos.zoom.us/j/5925700480 
Registration Payment Deadline: Friday, January 23, 2026
Websites locked for judging: N/A
Competition Day: Saturday, March 6, 2027 
Bell Tower Plaza — 1200 Truxtun Avenue, Bakersfield
Coordinator(s):  Zachary Safi, Content Coordinator, at (661) 636-4240 or zasafi@kern.org
Cost: $50 per student
Registration: 26-27 County NHD-CA History Day Registration Link:  
(https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/1/d/1GBPZCpJQGfxZiAe0OmigQLBnnxgJacmO/copy)

https://kcsos.zoom.us/j/2825044709?omn=91665430262
mailto:shdees@kern.org
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkcsos.zoom.us%2Fj%2F5925700480&data=05%7C02%7Cchhumphrey%40kern.org%7C5ba0699626dd4623a34108dd8d7ba11d%7C123ffe3b54c44a91a44dcf8a7361d099%7C0%7C0%7C638822284354160071%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JaqiXliusWf3N%2FhUQwtca6v4EgdYIgrl5k3GyjSAHWk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:zasafi@kern.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/1/d/1GBPZCpJQGfxZiAe0OmigQLBnnxgJacmO/copy
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/1GBPZCpJQGfxZiAe0OmigQLBnnxgJacmO/copy?pli=1
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Mock Trial Competition
Grades 9-12
High school teams compete in a series of mock trial rounds where students can participate as 
prosecution attorneys, defense attorneys, defendants and witnesses in a simulated case developed 
by the Constitutional Rights Foundation. Students acquire skills in public speaking, critical analysis and 
deduction.
Mock Trial Teachers/Coaches Meeting: Tuesday, August 27, 2026 • 4:00pm 
KCSOS City Centre, Room 1A (1300 17th St. Bakersfield, CA 93301)
Registration Deadline: Wednesday, September 30, 2026
Competition Dates: Saturday, January 23, 2027 
Super Saturday & Awards Ceremony • Kern County Superior Courts 
Wednesday, December 19, 2026 • Kern County Regional Round 1  
Wednesday, January 06, 2027 • Kern County Regional Round 2 
Wednesday, January 13, 2027 • Kern County Regional Round 3
Coordinator(s): Crystal Gilbertson, Student Event Support, at (661) 636-4563 or crgilbertson@kern.org
Cost: $750 per team
Registration: 

Open Doors to Federal Court
Grades 11-12
High school seniors and their teachers are invited to “Open Doors to Federal Courts,” a nationwide 
educational initiative. Students will take part in a mock trial, listen to presentations, and ask questions 
of a variety of federal employees. The federal courts have a long-term commitment to civic education 
of high school seniors who are making the transition to adult citizenship.
Registration Deadline: Friday, January 16, 2026
Event Date: Wednesday, February 4, 2027 • South High School, 1101 Planz, Bakersfield
Coordinator(s): Anna Espinoza, Student Event Support, at (661) 636-4151 or anespinoza@kern.org

We the People Congressional Hearings 
Grades 11-12
Teams of students from local high schools will demonstrate their understanding of the U.S. Constitution 
during the annual “We the People: The Citizen and the Constitution” Congressional Hearings 
competition. In this authentic simulation of a congressional hearing, students serve as constitutional 
experts, delivering prepared statements and responding to in-depth questions on key principles of 
American government.
Each school is divided into six teams, with each team focusing on a different area of study, including 
the foundations of the American political system, the creation of the Constitution, the expansion of 
constitutional ideals, the application of constitutional principles in practice, the rights protected by the 

mailto:crgilbertson%40kern.org?subject=
mailto:anespinoza%40kern.org?subject=
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Bill of Rights, and the challenges facing democracy in the 21st century. During the hearings, students 
present their analyses and engage in rigorous dialogue with a panel of judges that includes educators, 
attorneys, and civic leaders.
The competition challenges students to think critically, communicate effectively, and apply 
constitutional principles to both historical and contemporary issues—developing the knowledge and 
skills necessary for informed and active citizenship.
We The People Teachers/Coaches Orientation Meeting: September 23, 2026 @ 4 PM 
Zoom Meeting Link: https://kcsos.zoom.us/j/2825044709 
Registration Deadline/Intent to Participate Due:  
Friday, October 9, 2026 @ 4:00 PM
Register here:
Mandatory Judge Recruitment Due: Friday, 
October 9, 2026
Competition Date: Saturday, December 5, 2026 
Golden Valley High School, 801 Hosking Avenue, 
Bakersfield, CA
Coordinator(s): Sheri Dees, Content Coordinator, 
shdees@kern.org, 661-636-4195

Leaders in Life 
Youth Conference
Leaders in Life

Grades 6-12 
The Leaders in Life Youth Conference has a diverse group of students on a planning committee who 
are empowered by their goal to give all youth a voice by providing meaningful student leadership 
opportunities and skill-building. We have adults who are engaged, supportive members. The 
conference participants are educated and enlightened on issues that are important to them so 
that they can make healthy and informed decisions about drug and alcohol abuse, future career 
exploration, and youth advocacy; and they are motivated to help others make positive decisions. 
Through every aspect of planning the Leaders in Life Youth Conference, every student value the 
diversity of their school and community and is empowered to create their future. 
Date: Thursday, March 11, 2027 • 8:00am - 2:15pm • Dignity Health Convention Center 
Coordinator(s): Elizabeth Velasco, Prevention Specialist, (661) 636-4046 or elvelasco@kern.org or Sarhay 
Pech, Student Support, (661) 636-4629 sapech@kern.org 
Cost: TBA 
Registration: https://leadersinlife.org/
Leaders in Life Planning Committee: The 2026-27 Leaders in Life Youth Conference Planning 
Committee is preparing to resume meetings. If you are unfamiliar with Leaders in Life, the committee 
is open to students in grades 6- 12, academically 2.0 and above. They meet as a whole group six 
times during the year, participating in one of five working subcommittees as they plan and organize 
a major youth conference. Throughout the year, students gain valuable skills in organization, time 

https://kcsos.zoom.us/j/2825044709?omn=91665430262
mailto:shdees@kern.org
mailto:elvelasco%40kern.org?subject=
mailto:sapech%40kern.org?subject=
https://leadersinlife.org/
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management, communication, teamwork, and community outreach. Your school may nominate up to 
two new students to serve on the committee this year. We encourage you to nominate students who 
show leadership promise but might otherwise be overlooked for opportunities like this. We ask that 
new students be in grades 6-10 so they have time to contribute to the process and grow within the 
committee over the next few years. 
General meetings will be held from 9:00am - 1:00pm, with lunch provided for participants. Meetings 
will be held at the Bell Tower Building, located at 1200 Truxtun Avenue once a month from September 
to February. Any evening subcommittee meetings will be held virtually. 
Coordinator(s): Elizabeth Velasco, Prevention Specialist, (661) 636-4046 or elvelasco@kern.org or Angela 
Edwards, (661) 636-4087 or anedwards@kern.org 
To nominate a student: https://leadersinlife.org/

STEAM
IgniteHER – STEM for Girls

Female students in grades 5-8
The “lgniteHER: Empowering Girls to Shape Their Futures through STEM,” event is an annual one-day 
STEM Conference coordinated by Kern County Superintendent of Schools (KCSOS) in partnership with 
Bakersfield College. This event is designed to spark girls’ interest in various STEM career pathways, 
empowering them with new skills and positive role models in STEM. This conference will include 
engaging speakers and interactive workshops, targeting middle school girls in grades 5th-8th. 
Event Date: Saturday, November 14, 2026 
Bakersfield College, 1801 Panorama Dr, Bakersfield, CA 93305
Coordinator: Chelsy Lancaster, STEM Program Specialist, at chlancaster@kern.org 
Registration: https://www.events.kern.org/1xXqA3 

Kern Codes: Skoolcade
Grades 4-8
Let’s get coding! Create your own video game and compete against others for the best designed 
award! Acquiring computer coding skills opens students up to diverse job markets, creates  
hands-on learning experiences, and enhances problem-solving skills.
Competition Date: April 22nd, 2027
Coordinator(s): Justin Janssen, STEM Program Specialist at (661) 636-4017 or  
jujanssen@kern.org. 
Website: https://sites.google.com/kern.org/kerncodes/home 

mailto:elvelasco%40kern.org?subject=
mailto:anedwards%40kern.org?subject=
https://leadersinlife.org/
mailto:mailto:chlancaster%40kern.org?subject=
https://www.events.kern.org/1xXqA3
mailto:jujanssen@kern.org
https://sites.google.com/kern.org/kerncodes/home
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Kern County Science Fair
Grades 4-12
The Science Fair is an opportunity for students to learn about their world through experimentation and 
reasoning. The process challenges students to ask questions and try to find answers.
Kern County Science Fair Teachers/Coaches Meeting: 
Teachers/Coaches are strongly encouraged to attend if they plan to enter restricted projects:
Thursday, September 18, 2025 • 4:00pm 
Zoom Meeting • https://kcsos.zoom.us/j/9455219607?from=addon
School Intent to Participate deadline: Monday, December 11, 2026
Registration Deadline: Friday, January 15, 2027
Project Setup: Monday, March 8, 2027 • Dignity Health Convention Center
Project Judging and Awards: Tuesday, March 9, 2027 • Dignity Health Convention Center
Coordinator(s): Michelle Roy, Science Coordinator, at (661) 636-4640 or miroy@kern.org
Cost: $15 per student
Registration: TBA

STEAM Olympiad 
Grades 4-8
At the STEAM Olympiad, students will work together in teams of up to 6 to 
compete in 15 events. The events can change from year to year, covering fields 
and topics including math, science, engineering, and technology. Some events 
entail taking a test, while others involve doing hands-on labs, or even building 
and bringing a device to the tournament. STEAM Olympiad events promote 21st 
Century skills that align with the California Math, Science and Technology standards, 
science, and math literacy and to have fun.
School Entries/Fees deadline: Friday, March 27, 2026
Competition Date: Saturday, May 2, 2026 • Liberty High School, Bakersfield
Coordinator(s): Marylou Long, STEAM Coordinator, at (661) 636-4334 or malong@kern.org
Cost: $15 per student 
Registration: TBA
Website: https://kern.org/student-events/science-math/steam-olympiad/

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkcsos.zoom.us%2Fj%2F9455219607%3Ffrom%3Daddon&data=05%7C01%7Cchhumphrey%40kern.org%7Cb4ec94946c614076a94f08da5faa434d%7C123ffe3b54c44a91a44dcf8a7361d099%7C0%7C0%7C637927482114144333%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QPy2gooED0UZ4%2BsWXUZw3j%2FFJuRFLvZOA6mEuW5DrwU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:miroy@kern.org
mailto:malong@kern.org
https://kern.org/student-events/science-math/steam-olympiad/
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Visual/Performing Arts Events
Grand Night for Music

Grades 9-12
A concert presented by Kern County High Schools’ Honor Band, Choir, and Orchestra. Students earn 
a place in this annual showcase of Kern County’s finest high school musicians and singers through an 
audition process.
Date: Tuesday, January 26, 2027 at 7:00pm • Dignity Health Convention Center
Coordinator(s): Anna Espinoza, Student Event Support, at (661) 636-4151 or anespinoza@kern.org

Honor Music Festival
Grades 6-8
Junior high and middle school students earn a place in Honor Band, Chorus, and Orchestra, after being 
selected through the audition process. Many hours of rehearsal prepare students for this incredible 
concert.
Date: Tuesday, February 23, 2027 at 7:00pm • Dignity Health Convention Center
Coordinator(s): Anna Espinoza, Student Event Support, at (661) 636-4151 or anespinoza@kern.org

Nutcracker Concerts
Grades K-8
Nutcracker Concerts are presented by the Civic Dance Center.
Date: Thursday, December 10, 2026 • 9:30am & 11am • Dignity Health Convention Center
Date: Friday, December 11, 2026 • 9:30am & 11am • Dignity Health Convention Center
Contact: For reservations, please contact the Erica Ueberroth with Bakersfield  
City Ballet, at (661) 364-8504 or ericau@bakersfieldcityballet.org
Registration: Download 2025-26 Registration Form

mailto:anespinoza%40kern.org?subject=
mailto:anespinoza%40kern.org?subject=
mailto:ericau@bakersfieldcityballet.org
file:///Users/chhumphrey/Dropbox/CGH@KCSOS/VAPA/Nutcracker/2025-26/City-Public School YPC form 2025.pdf
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Young People’s Concerts
Grades 1-6
Young People’s Concerts are presented by the 
Bakersfield Symphony Orchestra. The Young 
People’s Concerts have hosts over 5,000 Kern 
County students each year.
Young People’s Concerts are geared 
specifically toward elementary school students 
grades first through sixth and are attended by 
schools throughout the country. Programs are 
engaging and interactive, and the Symphony 
provides quality lesson plans that teachers can use 
in the weeks leading up to the performance.
Program: Video Game and Movie Music will connect the students to their real-world 
experiences while learning how music and the sounds of different instruments contribute to 
storytelling. This will be an exciting and interactive, narrated concert experience that introduces 
audiences to music, orchestral instruments, and helps to inspire students to want to learn to play an 
instrument through their school music programs.
Date: Thursday, January 28, 2027 • 9:30am & 11am • Dignity Health Convention Center
Date: Friday, January 29, 2027 • 9:30am & 11am • Dignity Health Convention Center
Contact: Natalia Perez Education & Social Media Coordinator, at (661) 323-7928 or  
natalia@BSOnow.org or info@bsonow.org
Cost: $8 per person
Registration: BSONow.org/education 

mailto:natalia@BSOnow.org
mailto:info@bsonow.org
https://bakersfield-symphony-orchestra.squarespace.com/students/ypc
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DATE EVENT VENUE
August 27 Mock Trial Coaches Meeting KCSOS City Centre, Room 1A
September 3 Academic Decathlon Coaching Meeting Zoom Meeting
September 14 Kern County College Night Dignity Health Convention Center
September 16 History Day Coaches Meeting Zoom Meeting
September 18 Science Fair Coaches Seminar Zoom Meeting
September 21 Leaders in Life General Meeting Bell Tower Plaza
September 23 We the People Coaches Meeting Zoom Meeting
October 15 Pizza & Pros - CTE Future Readiness Center
October 19 Leaders in Life General Meeting Bell Tower Plaza
November 5 East Kern Career Expo Mojave Air and Space Port
November 12 Pizza & Pros - Healthcare Future Readiness Center
November 12 STEAM Olympiad Coaches Meeting Zoom Link
November 14 IgniteHER – STEM for Girls Bakersfield College
November 16 Leaders in Life General Meeting Bell Tower Plaza
November 20 STEAM Olympiad Coaches Meeting Zoom Meeting
December 3 Pizza & Pros - CTE Future Readiness Center
December 5 We the People Congressional Hearings Golden Valley High School
December 10-11 The Nutcracker Concerts Dignity Health Convention Center
December 14 Leaders in Life General Meeting Bell Tower Plaza
December 19 Mock Trial Round 1 Kern County Courts
January 6 Mock Trial Round 2 Kern County Courts
January 13 Academic Decathlon Online Essay Virtual
January 22 Leaders in Life General Meeting Bell Tower Plaza
January 13 Mock Trial Round 3 Kern County Courts
January 23 Mock Trial Super Saturday & Awards Ceremony Kern County Superior Court
January 26 Grand Night for Music Dignity Health Convention Center
January 27 Academic Decathlon Interview Virtual
January 28 Pizza & Pros - CTE Future Readiness Center
January 28-29 Young People’s Concert Dignity Health Convention Center
February 3 Academic Decathlon Online Objective Testing Virtual
February 6 Academic Decathlon Super Quiz & Awards Ceremony Stockdale High School
February 9 Open Doors to Federal Court South High School
February 22 Leaders in Life General Meeting Bell Tower Plaza
February 23 Honor Music Festival Dignity Health Convention Center
February 25 Pizza & Pros - Healthcare Future Readiness Center
March 6 History Day Bell Tower Plaza
March 8 KC Regional Science Fair Setup Dignity Health Convention Center
March 9 KC Regional Science Fair Judging & Awards Dignity Health Convention Center
March 11 Pizza & Pros - CTE Future Readiness Center
March 11 Leaders in Life Dignity Health Convention Center 
March 18 Henry Greve Speech Contest KCSOS City Centre
March 18 Career and STEM Expo Career & Technical Education Center
March TBA State Academic Decathlon Virtual
April 15 Pizza & Pros - Healthcare Future Readiness Center
April 22 Kern Codes: Skoolcade Virtual
April TBA State History Day Sacramento, CA
April 24 Leaders in Life Retreat Bell Tower Plaza
April 24 Oral Language Festival Stonecreek Junior High
April TBA National Academic Decathlon TBD
May 1 STEAM Olympiad Competition Liberty High School
May 6 Pizza & Pros - CTE Future Readiness Center
May 6 Bank of America Speech/Essay Contest Bell Tower Plaza
May 8 AVID Middle School Portfolio Challenge KCSOS City Centre
May 8 AVID Elementary Student Write-Off KCSOS City Centre
May TBA International Science & Engineering Fair Dallas, Texas
June TBA National History Day University of Maryland
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